Saddlebreds, You got to love em’

Carri and Mike Larson have been raising American Saddlebred Horses for 45 years. When Carri first leased a registered Saddlebred Stallion named Hiddendel Chief Gary, she also had several different breeds of stallions. She was operating a stud service breeding barn where registered Morgan, Appaloosa, Quarter Horse, Welsh, Arabian, Pinto and American Saddlebred Stallions stood. Out of all of them Carri loved the look , the stamina, versatility, and most of all, the disposition of the American Saddlebred.

Mike and Carri own and operate a beautiful, lush 100 acre horse breeding facility known as Antigo American Saddlebred Horses. It is located in Bow, Washington. They raise and maintain 92 head of registered American Saddlebreds. Carri’s first stud colt out of Hiddendel Chief Gary was “Carri’s Redigo”, now passed on at the age of 34. He was still going strong until the last few days of his life.

Carri says all Saddlebred Horses have a very gentle nature and that she never has met one that she did not like. Mike believes that besides being an all around great working and pleasure horse, a Saddlebred can be a good friend too. They are very versatile, have lots of energy, love to please, are fearless, and you just can’t wear them out, that is why so many of the other breeds cross to Saddlebreds.

At this time Mike and Carri stand 2 mature stallions, “Gold Suntana” and “Sailors Alaska Glacier Gold”. Suntana, purchased as a colt in 1995, has produced 136 head of healthy youngsters of which 82% were either  Palominos, Buckskin, or Cremello’s.  Suntana himself is a great horse to handle and is a wonderful trail and pleasure horse . “Sailor” is a big stallion,  standing close to 17 hands and his first crop of foals are now approaching 2 years old and are looking fantastic.

Antigo Saddlebreds have excelled in Trail, Dressage, Show, Endurance Riding, 3 Day Eventing, Driving, Pleasure and Cattle work. We raise our horses as if they were our own children, they are introduced to humans the moment they are born and learn the gentle hand within the first 24 hours. They aren’t forced to perform, and have pleasant dispositions. If you are looking for a Beautiful, Gentle, Well-Mannered Horse, come to Antigo Saddlebred horse ranch. Antigo has it’s own large wooded “extreme trail course” that includes some 20 difficult obstacles. We use this course to start our young horses on their way to trail riding success. 

Besides Saddlebreds, Mike and Carri’s passion is high country trail riding with 8 head of their Saddlebreds they use in a pack string riding in the High Cascade mountain trails, Pasayten Wilderness, Idaho’s Devils Canyon, to name a few. The trails are narrow, challenging and dangerous and the Saddlebreds don’t “miss a lick”. They are the best, they do not tire and they pay attention to business. 

A little bit of love goes a long way with a Saddlebred and they have the action to prove it. 

These horses are smooth gaited and a have fast extended walk and with little encouragement will move into a single foot.

With 92 head of Saddlebreds, there are lots of gorgeous individuals for you to choose from.

