The month of December takes our "Something to Talk About" to a little town near Portland, Oregon. Its a unique and magical story beginning an adventurous 3000+ mile journey across the entire United States of America, ending up in a little piece of heaven near Oxford, Pennsylvania. A young, hard working, student of natural medicine sets out on a quest to achieve her professional goals in life. She is backed by wisdom and endurance, facing the hardships of living life on her own, consumed by school and work, she kindles the fire within her soul through her lifelong friend whom we will call "Jeremy". The two have been through so much together, shared happiness and tears, but "Jeremy" is getting up in age and needs a place to settle while his owner strives to achieve the life they both will enjoy once her school has been completed. Let there be no mistake, "Jeremy"has had an amazing life, well cared for, giving everything he has ever needed, even obtained companions as well. He has two huge friends, almost twice his size, so the three of them, all geldings . . .  are living the life with their amazing owner. Lets call her "Natural Medicine". Their adventures have taken them all over, traveling to training seminars, riding, living life before landing them here in Oregon. At this point, school becomes very intense, the race of life has become overwhelming but the three horses are a priority. They are taken to a local boarding facility, an agreement to the level of care desired has been discussed, and with the limitations on where the three boys can go, they are reluctantly put up for stay at this establishment. The type and quantity of food is provided by the owner of these boys, not the facility. Feeding schedules have been discussed, care communicated right down to the times that blankets are to be worn. Now the boys are far from abandoned, this was never to be an extended stay, but rather a few months while school was being concentrated on. As we all know, there are times in life when we count on others to assist us, especially when we are paying them to provide a certain level of care for our four legged companions. Many people board their horses while visiting a winter home, so this wasn't uncommon. Over time, communication via phone, and trips to the barn were bringing even more concern to the boy's owner, as she was getting mixed feedback and the boys health seem to be deteriorating. She looked around for other places to move the boys, scared to take a chance of making things worse but knowing she had to do something. She was providing the boy's with all they needed in the form of food, shelter, care . . . except she was having to unfortunately depend on someone else to administer the needs. It had become apparent that this was becoming a serious situation and the boys had to be moved. The facility was obviously in the business of making money rather than caring for horses. This does happen throughout our country, 98% of facilities will spend their own money to insure that horses in their care are maintained at a reasonable level, if needed because they genuinely care about the horses. Its the other 2% that destroys our trust and ultimately deprives our horses. Amazingly enough, owners like the ones of these boys have, put everything they have into doing all they can to insure things are the way they are supposed to be. The owner "Natural Medicine" contacted her father clear across the country in Pennsylvania for advice, to help her make the right choice, insuring to give back what these boys have given her. After much discussion, searching for the level of care they desired, it was determined that these boys would be loaded and moved from one coast to the other over 3000 miles. They were going to live out their lives in green pastures, an amazingly beautiful landscape where it was clear . . .  love, patience, and care have made and called home for countless years. The boys would have "Natural Medicine's" father to visit daily, while she could finish school and then be reunited with them. The choice was made and arrangements were in motion to make the move. Having a tight budget but not detouring her responsibilities, "natural medicine" took out her savings and paid for the trip, purchasing various types of food, hay, and everything in between to insure their needs were met. She went all out holding nothing back. She was scared for them, knowing in their condition the already intense move now would be hard on them. The day came for them to leave, she cried as they were loaded and on their way. The trip took many days but they made it to their new home. It was clear upon arriving that this was the place they were meant to be. Immediately upon arriving and offloading, they were taken and cared for appropriately. The level of love and genuine care by this facility and "Natural Medicine's" father was in the air. There were endless fields of open pasture, smiling faces, it was humbling to witness. Time having passed, updates received reinforced my wonderful feeling, informing me that "Jeremy" and his pals are doing great. They have been seen by the vet, everything thankfully checked out, and each are well on their way of enjoying the happiness of their new home. It was said that they were out running the open pasture, kicking up dirt, tails in the air, living free . . . 
Thanks to all those involved for making this such an amazing happy ending, it is to you that we are proud to know and call friends. 
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